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A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
opening at 7:30 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Cassar, Dzenko, Lorenz, Zubrzycki 
     Absent:  None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden and Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for 
February 14, 2018, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Appointment to City Council to Replace Russell Meskin 
 
Mayor Lorenz explained the City Charter requires a vacancy on City Council be filled within 30 
days.  With Jim Endres’ passing, City Council appointed Luke Cassar at a Special Meeting 
February 1, 2018.  At this special meeting City Council also discussed filling the vacancy that 
was created by Russell Meskin moving out of the City.  It was decided the appointment should 
be someone who has been on City Council before and understand the role and processes, so 
Council decided to ask Brian Etter if he was interested.   
         C1-003-18 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to declare a vacancy on City Council as of 
January 22, 2018 due to Russell Meskin moving out of the City.  
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
         C1-004-18 A2-005-18 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cassar, to appoint Brian Etter to City Council for the 
remainder of Russell Meskin’s term expiring after the certification of the November 2018 
election. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
Clerk Dryden swore in Brian Etter. 
 
Nominations were opened for the Office of Mayor Pro-Tem. C1-005-18 
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 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cassar, to nominate Bob Dzenko for Mayor Pro-Tem. 
 
 Yes: All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. January 10, 2018, Regular Meeting minutes 
February 1, 2018 Special Meeting 

B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 11949-11955, DD3159-3179, EFT1220-
1226; and A/P check #’s 49837-49880, EFT 1604-1619, ACH 1598-1603 
TOTALING: $245,803.00. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works, Police and City Attorney Reports for January 2018  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    

 
There were no reports. 
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
         C1-006-18 
Russell Meskin announced his resignation from City Council and the Tri-City Fire Board stating 
he has moved to West Bloomfield. He thanked Sylvan Lake residents and City Council for his 
time on City Council.  He also thanked John Martin and Dennise Dryden for their help and 
guidance over the years.  
         P1-001-18 
Amy Wexler is a defense attorney and a resident of Sylvan Lake.  She announced she is running 
for Judge of the 48th District Court this November.  Tonight, she is here to discuss an initiative of 
families against narcotics.  Most of her clients have addictions.  She has teamed up with Judge 
Davis, 41st District Court, to promote a program called Hope Not Handcuffs.  This aims at 
bringing law enforcement, community organizations and individuals seeking assistance together 
in an effort to reduce dependency with heroin and prescription opioids.  A person struggling with 



City of Sylvan Lake 
Regular City Council Meeting 

February 14, 2018 
 

 3 
 

drug addiction can come to any of the designated participating agencies and ask for help.  If 
accepted into the program the individual will be guided through a proper treatment placement.  
They are promoting this to get more agencies to participate; currently they have 21 police 
departments.  They are looking for volunteers to be angles, provide assistance to the Police 
Departments to work together to do paperwork and help place the individual in detox or in an 
intensive outpatient program.  They are holding a meeting next week at Keego Harbor City Hall 
for police departments to come and learn about the program.  Director John Martin has already 
confirmed he will be attending.   
 
Helen Jane Peters acknowledged Jim Endres’ passing and addressed his love for the city and the 
Little Library.  She stated another resident Ruth Moracco who was 88 years old passed away 
yesterday.  She lived in Sylvan Lake for 50 years and shared some history Ruth had with the city.  
Both were special people who will be missed.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin wished everyone Happy Valentine’s Day!  He is glad to see everyone made it through the 
winter wonderland we had over the weekend.  Hats off to the DPW for keeping up with all the 
snow.  Then today it was a beautiful day other than the messy roads.  
 
Things are hopping at City Hall.  We’ve hired a part time employee, Alina, who has only been 
with us a few weeks.  Lyndsay is doing a fantastic job, but she has only been here for 8 months. 
She’s a quick learner and very organized.  Unfortunately for Dennise, she is stuck with the 
training while she’s trying to get her own work done too. Martin is happy to help when and 
where needed.   
 
Taxes were due today, so if you haven’t paid them there will be a penalty beginning tomorrow.  
Water/Sewer Bills are due next Tuesday.  Residents are turning in the dock applications and with 
the new recent changes and the new help, it is a little bit of a challenge, but picking up quickly.  
We are also having a good number of permit applications and ZBA applications. 
 
Residents should have received their tax assessment notice in the mail.  That shows what your 
new assessed value and taxable value are for your property.  The taxable value is what is used to 
calculate the property taxes you will pay.  If you feel your assessed value or taxable value are 
incorrect, you can make an appointment to go before the Board of Review and plead your case.  
More information can be found on our website at sylvanlake.org and type assessing or 
assessment in the search bar. 
 
Speaking of our Web site, there is a plethora of information on our web site.  Martin chuckles 
when he sees some piece of information that somebody found on the internet and everybody is 
all excited that they didn’t know about it, and it’s been on our website for a couple years.  
 
Asset Management     
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We are just beginning our Asset Management Plan, Reliability Study and General Plan for the 
water department.  It will be a long process. 
 
Council Meeting 
Martin will be out of town for the March 14 meeting.  He would like to be present and asked if it 
is possible to move the meeting back a week to the 21st.   
 
Jim Endres 
Lastly, last month Martin said our buddy Jim Endres wasn’t doing very well at that moment. He 
knew at that time that he wasn’t going to be coming back home. He passed away early Saturday 
morning.   He wouldn’t normally say much about residents we’ve lost but as far as he knew, Jim 
is the only City Council member we’ve lost while serving.  So that makes him special, which 
he’s sure he would agree that he is.  Martin stated Jim was an extremely funny man, hard worker, 
loved Sylvan Lake, loved his family and he became a very close friend. Whatever his 
conversation was with Endres, they always ended up laughing and joking and they picked on 
each other constantly.  There was a wonderful attendance at his funeral and afterward the 
Community Center was at capacity. A lot of fun stories, which is exactly what he wanted.  The 
number of lives that man touched was incredible.  It was about five years ago that he really 
started getting involved in the City, but boy did he go once he started.  Endres was on Planning 
Commission, Tax Board of Review, Little Library, Pontiac School District and then City Council 
in November of 2016.  When this disease struck, it hit hard and fast.  Then he couldn’t catch a 
break.  He was sad that he didn’t get involved earlier since there was so much he wanted to do.   
He is and will be greatly missed.  Love and Prayers to Karen and the rest of the family. 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Zubrzycki sends prayers and peace to the Endres family.  He welcomed the two new City 
Council members.  Zubrzycki thanked Martin for the reminder that taxes and dock applications 
are due.   
 
Dzenko thanked Russell Meskin for his service and the DPW for keeping the roads cleared.  He 
reminded everyone to sign up for the newsbytes.   
 
Cassar thanked Council for asking him to be apart of City Council.  He is sorry he missed 
Endres’ service and is honored to have known him.  He shared his thoughts about Jim with his 
involvement, having the residents best interest at heart and his energized and spirited debates.  
He will be greatly missed. 
 
Etter thanked Council for appointing him to fill the vacancy.  He thanked Russell Meskin for his 
service.  Etter acknowledged Jim Endres was a great person and he was close to him.  He wants 
to see the Little Library kept going and kept up.  He would like to earmark some Parks & Rec 
funds to do this.   
 
Lorenz knows Endres is watching from above tonight.  Getting the meetings televised was one of 
his many accomplishments.  He confirmed the Parks & Rec Committee will carry forward the 
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Little Library and keep it up.  Lorenz would like to see Jim Endres’ name put on the Little 
Library.  Lorenz thanked the Parks & Rec Committee for the Chili Cookoff and Euchre 
Tournament.  He thanked Russell Meskin for his service.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS  
            

a. Water Rate Resolution   R2-002-18 WA-003-18 
 
Martin made a brief presentation on the proposed water and sewer rates.  He is proposing an 
increase which will take effect for the August billing.   The proposed water increase is 3% ($1.48 
for a 5/8” meter) in the quarterly fee and $.40/unit in the usage fee. 
 
Pete Peters asked Martin to clarify what a unit is.  Martin stated it is the amount of water used, 
1,000 gallons is one unit, i.e. 10,000 gallons equals 10 units.   
 
Lorenz stated getting an irrigation meter is a very good idea.   It saves on the cost for sewer.  The 
pay back is from 1-3 years depending on your usage.   
 
Zubrzycki clarified for the residents, the higher engineering fees are from mandated programs.  
Martin stated he is correct.  Zubrzycki noted the bills from Detroit and Pontiac have fixed and 
variable fees.  As utilization goes down our rates still have to go up to cover total cost. There are 
fixed fees that we don’t cover.  Martin expounded on the fixed fees being for repairs, insurance, 
engineers, capital outlay, operation and maintenance.   
 
Cassar questioned what miscellaneous revenue is.  Martin stated insurance reimbursements, i.e. 
blue cross, liability and workers comp. insurance. 
 
Lorenz explained money put into these funds can only be used for these funds. If there is extra 
money in the fund, it stays in that fund.  The idea is not to make money, but the funds can’t go 
under.  He thanked Martin for his work on this.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Dzenko, to adopt the water rate resolution increasing the 
quarterly base fees and usage fee as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Dzenko, Etter, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   None 
         RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

b. Sewer Rate Resolution   R2-003-18 SW-001-18 
 
This increase will also take effect for the August billing.   The proposed sewer increase is 3% 
($1.80 for a 5/8” meter) in the base quarterly fee and $.15/unit in the usage fee. 
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 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Cassar, to adopt the sewer rate resolution increasing the 
quarterly base fees and usage fee as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Etter, Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Dzenko 
 No:   None 
         RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 

c. Ordinance Amendment to Section 78-614 – Berm O-002-18 
 
Martin explained this ordinance amendment will require non-residential properties that abut 
the Clinton River Trail to construct a berm in place of the currently required screen wall at a 
property line abutting the trail.  At the last Planning Commission meeting it was suggested 
they require a berm instead of a wall for properties between Inverness and Pontiac Drive. The 
remaining area (Inverness to the West Bloomfield trial) will have the option of a berm or wall.  
Planning Commission unanimously recommended it to City Council.  The Ordinance Council 
has before them doesn’t include Planning Commission recommendation to require a berm 
instead of a wall between Inverness and Pontiac Drive.  
 
Lorenz suggested they table this item so all of council can get up to speed on this and the 
changes can be made to the proposed ordinance amendment.   
 
Zubrzycki agrees with tabling it.  He questioned the zoning in the stretch between Inverness 
and Pontiac Dr. Martin explained the property on Inverness is zoned commercial, C1 and the 
property where the school was, is still zoned CS-community service.  In the Master Plan it is 
all considered redevelopment area with specific guidelines of what they would like to see 
there. Zubrzycki asked if an impact analysis would play into this?  Martin agreed it makes 
sense.  Lorenz stated any proposed plan for these properties go through Planning Commission 
to be approved.  Martin believes what Zubrzycki is suggesting we look at all our other 
ordinances and make sure all our bases are covered and make sure we are requiring all the 
correct information. 
 
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Zubrzycki, to table this item to the March City Council 
meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
         MOTION CARRIED 
 

 
d. Appointment to Board of Review   A2-006-18  
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Mayor Lorenz stated he would like to re-appoint Nick Murray to the Board of Review with a 
term expiring 1/31/21. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki seconded Dzenko, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment of Nick 
Murray to the Board of Review with a term expiring 1/31/21. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

e. Appointments to Planning Commission  A2-007-18 
 

Mayor Lorenz appointed Bill Brundage to the Planning Commission for a one-year term to 
expire in 2019; appointing Graham Cousens and Jim Smith to a two-year term expiring 2020 and 
appointing Pete Shelters and Ed Robbins to a three-year term to expire in 2021.   
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki seconded Dzenko, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments to the 
Planning Commission as stated. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          

f.  Appointment to Zoning Board of Appeals  A2-008-18 
           
Mayor Lorenz appointed Pamela Todoroff and Patty Harrop to the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
a three-year term to expire September 2020, and Jack Webb as alternate to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for a three-year term expiring September 2020.   
 
 Moved by Dzenko, seconded Etter, to confirm the Mayor’s appointments to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals as stated. 
 

Yes:  All 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

g.  Sunshine Week Resolution    R2-004-18  
 

Martin explained Sunshine Week is in March and it shows our support of having our meetings 
open and posted in accordance with the law, minutes accessible and going above and beyond the 
legal requirements to get information to our residents.  
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 Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt the resolution supporting sunshine week. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Dzenko, Etter 
 No:    None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
      

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Cassar, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None 

  MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


